Synergy: Facets of Research in Open Learning

i)     Thirteen Regional Offices providing a decentralized focus for the

administration of tuition, counselling and student support systems,
ii) A study centre within easy travelling distance where the student

can meet other students and use facilities,
iii)    Computerised student records,
iv)    A student association with regional branches.

Recognising the importance of having Regional centres, Indira
Gandhi National Open University has created 16 Regional Centres with
a network of 229 study centres. Yashwant Rao Chavan Maharashtra
Open University has set up 6 Regional Centres with 37 study centres.
Kota Open University has set up 6 Regional Centres with 24 study
centres. Though Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University is the first open
university in India it lags behind in this respect.

Distance education teaching/learning is viewed as a network of
interactions involving the curriculum, methodology, the counsellor the
learner and the instructional materials. The University has to sustain a
chain of interlined activities, all of which are equal.

The work of various functionaries/Directorates in the system right
from the course planning, printing, and despatch of course material to
publication of results is often interlinked. Delay at one stage affects the
sequence of functions. Therefore, a well-knit mechanism will have to
be built-up among various functionaries/Directorates and study centres.

Creation of Regional Centres places focus on decentralisation in
administration which strengthens the working of study centres. Regional
centres will be responsible for maintaining study centres which organise
counselling classes. Each Regional Centre operates its own enquiry and
admissions service within its region and these regional centres arc the
principal source of reliable information for study centres and students.

The communication revolution is fast changing the nature of work
and the trend is towards the open education system. To offer better
and prompt information services there is an urgent need for the open
university to develop a computer/telephone network connecting
headquarters with all Regional Centres and all study centres spread
over entire Andhra Pradesh. Thus the open education system has to
establish a network among central office, Regional offices and study
centres to achieve the university's avowed objective. Therefore, it is
suggested that though late, Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University should
create Regional Centres to receive the benefits of decentralisation.
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